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Porsche has committed itself to another

25 years of 911 production. The engine’s

sfill in the wrong place and it's stil air:
cooled, but you ean now have drive to al
wheels, Mark Hales considers the most
significant evolution in the model’s

history to date
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“As any racing driver will tell you, a
better halance is more important than

ultimate cornering ability”

esupzn'rr:s'r

COLLINS' ENGLISH dictionary actually de-
fines the term “sports car’ as a ‘production car
designed for speed, high acceleration and man-
ocuvrability, having a low body and usually
adequate seating for only two persons.’

S, there we have it, an academic’s answer toa
question we seem to be asking more and more of
late. But, low body and two seits apart, these
days most upmarket saloons can offer the rest of
the defintion. What about pleasure in the act of
travelling? Should our sports car be exciting or
invelving 1o drive, a guestion which tends o
imply some kind of additional compromise or
shortcoming = even if it’s only lack of roof, or
bootspace or something? Or, in addition, should
pur sports car be a shrine to supreme technol-
ogy; electronic controls [or engine, transmission,
suspension, ventilution, seating. Should a disem-
bodied voice inform you that a microchip has
compensated for your ineptitude and revised the
toe in and camber angles because you entered
the corner too fast, retarded the ignition because
you were in the wrong gear, and thrown away
the keys because it's decided you're a moron
Might as well go by train, leave all the decision
making to someone else,

Ewven if we are unable to settle on exactly what
the sports car should be, there's no doubt in my
mind that the Porsche
911 1 one of the all-tume
greats. It makes the
right noises, doés the
right speeds, mmparts
the right amount of
thrills to the drnver.
Fractious, it ean be, but
only if you're silly with
it, and the reserves of
performance before
problems set in are still
enough 1o sce off just
about anything else.
Added to which, it has always been practical.
The Bectle-like shape allows the driver better
visibility, and with that the confidence 1o place
the car on the road. The view of snpub bonnet
dropping sharply away, uncompromised by any
lurking mechanicals beneath while the wings
sprout up either side, is as handy as it is unique,
Its: shape has always allowed a reasonable
amount of luggage space, and headroom, and
you always knew that the mechanical parts were
unlikely to go wrong too often or fall to bits. Stll
more than that of course, it has always been an
exciting car to drive - and for me this the nub of
the matter. The steering, hitherto unassisted,
feels telepathically alive, the body taut, the
engine's response electric and the whole ma-
chine just waiting for inputs from throttle, steer-
ing or brakes, This of course is why it doesn’t suit
everybody, and why opinions of the machine
have, and probably always will be, sharply
divided.

Ower the years, improvements in tyre technol-
ogy more than anything else have dealt with
some of the 911"s on-the-limit waywardness, and
although it still persists, the threshold has been
elevated to begin somewhere outside the sensi-

mre
mteering
dilute raw driving
experience of pre-
wvious 911s. Below,
heating and venti-
lation is improwaed.

Understeer
powaer

ble public road envelope. The everyday short-
comings of the 911, as ever, lic more with the
heating and ventilating systems, facia layout and
general erponomics than in the dynamics.

So, having failed to lay the thing to rest in the
late "70s, and instead publicly committed to
another 25 vears of the rear-engined route,
Porsche had the problem of what clse to do in
order to improve it, or rather make it different,
There is a limit to the increases in engine size and
more and more aggressive body treatment ac-
companied by the ever bigger price tags to which
we have grown accustomed over the preceding
25 years of the model’s lifespan. Four-wheel
drive was the only thing left, and the Carrera 415
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“Engineers are not magicians, we should

remember, and four tyre contact

can only handle so much”

R T E S T

immedhately on the retractable spoiler which
rises at S0mph to reduce hift and allows double
the amount of cooling wir to pass through the
engine. [ subsides again at six mph, and is
altogether more tasteful, up or down, than most
of the others that have appeared on the 911.

Returning 1o the intenor, there seems little
point i writing yet more disparaging words on
the layout of the minor controls - the scattering
of switches dotted at random over and below the
facia, or the offset pedals which make your
cheeks ache on a long run, or the invisible
speedometer, or why there is  separate control
wheel to raise and lower the locking buttons in
the tops of the doors, or why the headlamp wiper
on the facia also operates the windscreen wash-
ers when that function s available on one of the
excellent column stulks. Possches have always
been like this. so rescarch must prove it doesn't
make any difference to sales (all British import
Carrera 4s are sold until 1991). But if they're
after a shightly wider, less enthusiastic market
with this car, it just might. Besides. Porsche are
supposedd to be erponomicists. for goodness,
sike. Tean report that the heater no longer needs
a degree in Cyrillics to operate, and there s a
marginal increase in the
trickle¢ of fresh air sup-
plied, accompanied by
lots of electne  fan
notses,

If we comply with
Porsche’s wishes  and
compare the dynamics
with the opposition
rather than Porsches
gone by, we can do it
two ways; price and per-
formance or on overall
specification, which
must include a measure
of the former. Only the Audi Quattro coupé can
really claim to be a genuine all-dnve supercar —
at Jeast until Ferrari's 348 comes alpng — and the
Carrera is faster and more agile than its front-
engined countryman and has o much liveher
normally aspirated engine: but it is nothing like
as docile and friendly when you get it all wrong.
The Porsche cannot really live with a charge-
cooled Lotus Esprit, or the Ferrari 328 for that
matter anywhere except on top speed, but then
neither of these has the benefit of four-wheel
drive. You could, however, argue that they don’t
nved the all-wheel-drive to complete their partic-
ular performance equation whereas the Porsche
does. The Porsche is a whopping 16 grand more
than the Quattro, but however you try, it doesn’t
really compare. The Carrera is only £5,000 odd
more than the Lotus but is undoubtedly higher
tech and better made. and at the moment is more
likely to hold its price.

Porsche’s  all-dnive metamorphosis s not
unlike Lotus’s chargecooled SE exercise. Each is
probably the best of its type (o emerge from the
respective factory, but both are more money for
less fun than their predecessors. But, dwd or not,
there's still nothing that sounids or behaves guite
like a 911, and until Porsche move the engine
and cool it by water, there never will be.

patches

PORSCHE CARRERM 4

Price £47 608 23
ENCGINE
Uylinders Sin, horfontally: opposéd, obr
cimed
Capacity, ce F.600
Borelstroke, mm L
Camshalt Single overbend per bank chmn
drven
Compresshon ratle 131
Fuel sysiem Maodificd Rosch Motromic digi-
tal fuel injection with mapped
IRNTTON CRLine managemin
Masiimum power,
bhp/rpm 28000y, 1K)
Mlax torguc,
Ib I rpm 211K 500

TRANSIVIISSION

Type Five-speed syncromesh. four-
wheeh drive: wrgue sphit 31per-
cent front, (Shperdent rear

Internal patios and mph/ 1 Krpm

Fifth LER7:2%0
Fourth 101 2.0
Third A5
Secomd 2420
First X502
Finul drive 14400
SUSPENSION -

STEERING - BRAIES

Front MuocPherson strar, ol spring,
birer wishbone

Hear Semiarnibing arms, coll &prings

Steering Power asasted eock and pinion

Brakes, fronl'rear Ventilared dise 298mm dio =

2amm  thicksveniilated  disc
209 mim dia = 2mm thick

WHEELS - TYRES

Wheels Adamindim alfoy o % 16 [non;
Sl b rear

Tares HISISS R dront, 2550 216
renr

DIVMIENSIONS

Length, in - Width, in  Helght, in - Wheelhase, in

1673 65,0 LA L |

Front/voar track, in Foel tank, gall  Kerb wekght, cwi

2435400 6.9 2K.5
PERFORMMANCE

Maximiem speed, mph 1551

Acceleration through pears, see

i-dhmph f-Himph -Slhmph li-tiienph
2.1 i | 41 54
0-Thnph -l 9nph i-10mph
7.0 HN s e
tiifmph  0-120mph (-1 5mph

(TR 204 25

Acveleration in fourth. s

JoAbmph  dleoimph 50-Thmph  bl-Eimph
(i) 0.2 .3 57
T0-90mph B0-100mph 9011 0mph  L00-120mph
26 ] 0.2 g5
Acceleration in Mifth, sec

d0-S0mph A0-6lph  S0-Thuph  Gi-B0mph
TS 1.5 wl 8.1
To-hnph  HO-Lhdmph 90-10mph  100-120mph
A4 RE 0.3 0.7
FUEL CONSUNMPTION
Overall test fgwees, mpg 230

Government test figures, mp

Uirhan cyele 16,1

Steady Shmph 5.3

Steady TSmph 9.7

Importer: Porsche Cars Great Hritain Lad, Bath Road,
Caloot. Reading, Berkshire RGTSE.
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